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Dear Supporter
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We at the Retreatbelieve no emotional blackmail is needed. You will never see us claiming that th
sanctuary/rescue/shelter ol Kl a G¢2 Y2NB Y2y (GKQa NMzyyAy3d O2ada 2N
azdz a oAttt KFE@S (G2 RASO 2 S FTSSt @& 2dzYd&ra faNDf Sur tédhand |
youkeep me believing there is still hope.

The sart of 2009 brought that amazing weather, 3 weeks of freezing cold, then a week and a half of snow, then he:
rain and the snow thaw was followed by more freezing weather. These conditions are so hard on the wildlife, tl

strays, the farned animals liviig in fields, the travellers horses tethered 24 hours a¢lggu can imagine just how busy
we have been.

The credit cruncihas seerthe rise in expensive designer pets being handed into rescue almost on a dailg basis
a2YS LkRakK LISia o0SAy3a F2dzyR aliNlIeo .dzi 2yS GKAy3 ySc¢
32S8Sa (G2 aK2g ¢K2Qa @ényboad.2 AnNdal relscyieRis hed(\2 on Failirl-héadt, mind and soul (and
pocket!); not everyone can stick at it, but | am so grateful for the people who have made the Retreat a real life sav
force.

Recently when we were near to bursting poirttyo very sp©A I £  LIS2LX S 2FFSNBR GKSANI |
NBEaOdzSQad FyR 2FFSNBR y20 2yfeé GKSANI aGrofS @FNR FyR
start our specialised hospital care unit. Already 8 horses (includinglie&do give birth)ive there. Julia and Paul have
moved into the flat and care for the animals.

It is notuntil you witness the cruelties of mankind that you are so thankful for the people you meet. Recently | saw tv
very seriously injured cats bougm by members of the public who found the @t FIF 4SS + 221S® |
people owned the cats and due to the level of veterinary care that was going to be requéaresiup their pets without

a tear. Also the scrap metal man who opened thekbafchis van to reveal a timid whippet hiding amongst the rubbish,
with not even a blanket for her to sit on. Yes, | hear you saying, at least these people brought them to the Retreat, t
cared that much, noblike those who turned their pets out strayudng the big freeze. No home, no food, no love, no
heart, only ug; Team Retreat!

hyS 2F (GKS NBFf L} dzaQa 2F 2dzNJ ¢ 2Wdbisdnd of thémBsy wohderflillogs f f
nests in bed with me, as close as she can get to (B& is the smallest dog | have ever seen and she was found on
rubbish pile sick, injured and malnourishéd.

Love

Billy
XX

P.S I love responding with handwritten scribble to everyone, even if it takes me 3 months to get around to it and | wri
it at 3am. You araterested in what we do, so | am interested in what you do!

Please spread the word and once you have read this newsletter please pass it on.

The Retreat Animal Rescue
(Registered Charity N0.1105654)

Postal address: The Retredaltons Road, Crockenhill, Nr Swanley, Kent, BR8 8EN
General enquiries: 01322 614247 / 07720 495238
Or07941 43582%only available duringdaytime)
For ferret enquiries call Sherry on 01322 408425 / 07888923



Someof our rescue work

For the sake othe animals the Retreat bales out humans again!

A couple deciding to downsize asked the Retreat to take in 15 chickens, 8 ducks, 3 goats, 2 cats and 1 j
The couples appalling excuse for not wanting their animals any longer was that they had rsetdréaht the
property they were moving to, had less land than the property they were moving from!

Perhaps this is something they should have thought about first, if they cared about their animals!
A family arrives

When a family decided that they couftb longer keep their little fox terrier dog called Tiger the husband
decided that the other animajs cockerel and a duck would also have to go.

Tiger the little dog has settled in well with our group of small permanent dogs, which inclceRussel®

and other terriers. The cockeradisedthe duckfrom the timeit was a young duckling and as a consequence
they are completely inseparable. They know their place at the sanctuary and of an evening, when they go |
the barn, the cockerel (Butchiies up onto his perch and the duck (Sundance) desperately tries in vain ti
follow. We have now given Sundance a small box to climb onto so that he can sit by his cockerel friend.

Horses
Mary and Bradley

Mary and Bradley, a stray mare with her foakre found after a road traffic accident. The small foal had
been badly injured and needed immediate veterinary care. On advice from the vets he was referred tc
referral practise where he spent many days. His diagnosis was nerve damage and heevidldpnd a year
having box rest with gentle turn out exercise. Hopefully Bradley will make a full recovery. He will spend
rest of his life, with his mother, at the Retreat.

Sparky

A small 12 hand high grey pony thdislikes being ridden by cliien became extremely dangerous, throwing
children off and making it very clear that he was unhappy to be ridden. His family tried to find somewhere 1
him to go but could not find anywhere. They therefore thought that they had no option but to have hin
killed. Thankfully someone recommended that they try the Retreat. The Retreat has offendg &home

for life with the rest of the herd and he will never again be ridden.

Ben

Ben is a lovely nine year old bay gelding who came to the Retreatfaffer K R 6 SSy adl YLIS

an insurance @mpany, as he was no longerridé t S® ! K2NBS A& aidl YLISR a]
claim has been made for the value of the horse following injury or ill health. The horse is branded with

GSYSQRNIPE adevyozf G2 LINBGSyld (GKS 26y SN aStftAy3a (K
This is similar to a car being written off following a motor insurance clairS.y Q&4 LINS @A 2 dza 2
university and could not afford to payrféthe upkeep of a horse that could not be ridden. Beaswoing to

live with the rest of our herd, but we have managed to find him a good home where he will live as
companion horse and nevée ridden again.

In our last newsletter we mentioned Derv, Kmit and Ginger Roger, 3 foals that we took in. They have all done really
well and will shortly be available for rdloming. ! RRAGA 2y € £ & / I NI mar& Sot odlp iNdde ai A (
speedy recovery but alsgave birth to a beautiful black &hite boy. Both mother and son were Faomed together.



Pigs
Luke and Adam

Luke and Adam, two wild boar crosses, were owned by a young man whose parents told him he could
longer keep them. He spent time researching animal rescue centres, attempting tongnthat would take

his pigs, but he had no luck. It was then that his parents threatened to send the poor creatures for slaught
The young man refused to give up and continued in his search to find a place of safety for his pigs, fortuna
for themhe found the Retreat.

Upon arrival Luke and Adam were placed in a stable to be assessed. They were then moved to a release
aAldzZ 6SR ySEG (2 GKS wSiOiNBlIGQa 2GKSNJ LIAI&as 6KSN
new family

Lady Godiva

Lady Godiva is a very small pet pig that was no longer wanted by her family. The owners were going to t
GKAA fAGHGES RFENIAY3 akKz2d o0SOlFdzaS GKS&@ 46SNB ol aa
at the Retreat (exdty a year to the day since the owners had got her) with two members of the family whc
decided that they wanted to swap her for some ducks. Our policy is that anyone giving up an animal is tot
unsuitable to look after another so therefore the deal wpsshed. Lady Godiva arrived with not so much as
even half a bag of pig nuts, a piece of fruit or half a bale of straw. There was no note from the family advis
dza 2F GKSANI 60St20SR LISGQa FI @2 dzNA G Stheifdmlyy dter allkhgy €
had been prepared to have her killed in cold blapslich niceind people!

Not so lucky were two other pigs that the Retreat had been looking forward to giving a new life to. Sac
before plans could be finalised regardingpving them to the Retreat their kind owners decided to murder
GKSY 0SOldzaS (GKSe (K2dAKG (KIFIG GKSANI ljdzZ- €t Ade 27
people.



Ducks

We recently took in 15 ducks, in a very poor condition, unwanted flayraer after he had sold off all his other
animals for meat. These ducks were so poorly they were deemed unfit for human consumption and so w
offered free to anyone that wanted them. Luckily enough Elizabeth, the bird lady of Lee Green, Lond
rescled the ducks and brought them to the Retreat. These ducks had been housed inside for all of their st
lives. Now they are free, they have water to swim in and everything else they need. They will live at 1
Retreat for the rest of their lives, in tifamily group that they arrived in.

Barnacle Geese

Barnacle Geese are small black and white geese that breed mainly on the arctic islands of the North Atla
and winter in Britain. Eight of these beautiful birds were handed into an animal sandtaeiryg been bred

by an ornamental wildfowl breeder. Unbelievably they had all had one wing amputated to ensure that the
RAR y20 Ffe 2FFo CKAA LN} OGA&S Aa OF NNASR 2dzi
birds came to theRetreat where they now enjoy their days on our pond with our ducks and geese. It |
heartbreaking to see these magnificent birds try to fly but be unabhle to




Chickens

Mass Rescue

In July, 2008 Retreat volunteers assisted Brighton Animal Action in the rescue of hens from a farm in Su
which took place over a period of 6 days. The hens had reached an age (approximately 72 weeks old) w
their eggs were no longer wanted by reta# because they were not considered to be "perfect”. The result of
this is that the birdswhich would otherwise live for many more years, laying "imperfect” eggs, would have
simply been sent for slaughter. This particular farm however gave permissiwofioe of their hens to be
rescued and rdhomed at sanctuaries across the country.

The rescue resulted in over 9,500 birds being saved with The Retreat taking over 200
Help for another sanctuary

A sanctuary that was relocating needed to find a homeitwariety of 20+ chickens; hence they arrived at
the Retreat. It was important to keep this group of chickens together as they were a family, mums, siste
brothers, grandfathersg it would have been a shame to separate them.

Cockered

Many people, a0 decide that they would like to keep a few chickens in the garden, get caught out whe
buying young birds. The prospective buyers are only interested in purchasing hens (for the eggs that they
provide) and the sellers are just looking to shift th&wck and will swear blind that they are all girls!

P.J. Giuseppeavas one such bird, a cockerel bought as a hen. When the neighbours complained about |
beautiful early morning song, the men from Environmental Protection called and said that poor little Giusep
would have to go. It was only then that the owner disamekfinding P.J. a home would be harder than
getting blood out of a stone! Luckily for Giuseppe the owner contacted Pigeon donothér P.J.), a dear
FNASYR 2F |ff IyAYlIfas K2 al SR GKS RI& o0& YS!
handed over our dear little P.J. Giuseppe
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Big Bad Red

He was now a threat to the neighbours, we were told, due to his aggression. You would imagine that we w
talking about the beast of Bodmin Moor or King Kong rather than this speciatbitkerel.

Cockerels will happily live in all male groups if the conditions are right, i.e. the space, food and.housing
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Gabi, Craig, Henry, Denise, Dennis, Julian and Sonia are 7 turkeys who were found in an appalling filthy
on a small hiwling. The owner told the RSPCA that he was keeping them to feed his family at Christmas. |
to the conditions that they were being kept in the RSPCA worker got them signed over and was then short «
place for them to go. She contacted the Retreatl ave offered them a place with the other turkeys that live
in our garden area.

Ferrets

In one month three stray ferrets, Buster, Randall and Norris, arrived separately at the Retreat. Each w
unneutered males who probably wandered whilst being uded hunting. Although each ferret was
extremely tame, they were all immediately taken to the vets where they were nalnoped and neutered.
(The Retreat believes in micabipping all animals, especially animals that stray. All ferrets that coméh@ato
Retreat are micrehipped to ensure their safe return if eviirey go missing.)

Buster, one of the ferrets, found his way into the car repair garage,-Rivikvhere a very kind young man
who worked there scooped him up and proceeded to call the ROCPA ¢ KS w{t /! Q& | RJA
put the ferret back where he found it. The young man thought this was inappropriate advice due to th
branch of KwikFit being on a six lane motorway! He therefore rang around and found the Retreat. The you
chap brought Buster to the Retreat and handed him over.

We are often looking for new homes for ferrets aode ofour requirement for homing a ferret would be a
very large area where itould betaken out on a daily basis, either on a lead, or handled@aged with by a
family. Ideallymaleferrets should live with sterilized females or another friendly neutered male

If you feel that you could offes ferret a good home please do not hesitate to contact the Retreat on one of
the numbers provided.

Nobby Nutsc the blind squirrel

A blind squirrel finding it harder and harder to survive in a local park was kindly rescued by a couple of spe
women and brought to us. Life is hard enough for a grey squirrel, but for one who is blind it must be alm
impossible. Not only do parks have annual culls of grey squirrels on the grounds that they destroy trees
plants but also dogs Kkill squirrels. Nobby Nuts has been found a place within a sanctuary that keeps disa
wildlife for life; operating a nonestruction policy.

If you take wildlife to a rescue centre you should always ask what their policy is regarding putting disab
animals to sleep. There are centres all around the country that have non destruction pglic@s out for
them.

Dogs

Darcy

Darcy, a small Staffordshire Bull Terrier, was brought to the Retreat via the vets after she had been hit b
cars on a main road. Darcy was taken to the vets by the RSPCA and, due to her being a stray and nc
being available to pay the bihe would have been destroyed there and then. Thankfully Terry the vet nurst
safeguarded her future by saying that she would be taken into the care of the Retreat.



Darcy survived her injuries but was left with broken legs and a shattered pelvis. Afigedks cage rest
Darcy has recovered from her ordeal and is a beautiful kind girl. She is great with everything including
wSUONBIFiQa Rdz01azx OKAO1Syax OFrita YR 20KSNJ R23ad
new home.

More and more pedigree dogs come into rescue due to breeding. The old fashioned mongrel is a thing of
past and is now dying out. The number of Bull Terriers, German Shepherds, Jack Russells and Collies are
higher in rescue centres than that of moetg

Maisy and Ruby

Two, three year old, Irish Red Setters were starved asickdted by their owner and had the most appalling
skin problems. Thankfully for Maisy and Ruby a neighbour was determined to see them rescued from
awful existence anddpt up pressure on the owner to give them up. Finally the owner agreed to do so an
Maisy and Ruby were brought to the Retreat. Maisy had to be rushed to the vets to have a life sav
operation

Thankfully both girls have made a good recovery; theyeating well and will soon be looking for a new
home togethe.

How could this woman have done this to such kind and special ladies?
BB and Jasper

BB, a tiny toy breed who was found stray, made her way to the Retreat with the help of a kind person. £
was in an extremely poor condition and was quite possibly an ex breeding bitch from a puppy farm ot
0 NI O Sitef BBNS»ésolutely gorgeoustan S NE K LI AY KSNI ySg K2YSa
night with several other dogs

Jasper is a 9 year old cream Chiwawa whose owner had to give him up following a knee operation. This m
that the owner could not walk Jasper or bend to pick him up. Jasper had an extremely satarastin one
eye which was given immediate attentio

Both BB and Jaspépictured below)will stay at the Retreat for the rest of their lives.




Christmas Day Dumping

Two very old Retriever girls were dumped at the kennels we use. The woman who brought them to t
kennels said that they were bookeéal She returned to her car under the pretext of collecting something and
drove off, never to be seen again! Once again special thanks must go to Vera and Violet for tf
understanding and always empty kennel.

The two old girls have now been sterilisadd are looking for a loving home together where they can spend
the rest of their days in comfort.

Coast

Coast is a Great Dane who is approximately 18 months old. Having been passed from pillar to post seven t
in his short life, Coast has now found a safe and loving home at the Retreat. Coast and Truman (the o
Great Dane living at the Retreat) trutyvke each other.Picturedbelowis Coast, the white Great Dane, with
his friend Truman

Lady

In our last two newsletters we have told the story of Lady, a black and whiting pointer,who we first
encountered on a sterilisation project in Spain in November, 2006. Lady spent a long time in kennels in S
waitingto pass her rabies test artd get arelease dateduring whichtime a home was found for her in Ibiza.
Last year everythmsuddenlychanged and Ladyas brought backo the UK and came straight to the Retreat.
When she arrived Lady was limping badly on one of her back legs and it was discovered that she had six
pellets in her leg!!

The whole episode lasted nearly twears and cost thousands of pounds, however when you see Lad
running around playingas opposed to facing starvation and abuse as a street dog in Spain) you knaiv that
wasworth all the effort and resources

Cats

Ourcat numbers continue to grow and one week alone we took in 26 cats. Nine of these cats were brought
to the Retreat all the way from Ireland; where 87% of stray cats are killed. Cat groups in Ireland are- so o
burdened that they have to use rescue centres within the UK to help theéimivi (i K- A NX éy 22t A O

Because feral cats are dmomeable there are very few shelters that will take them and of these, there are
FSOH6SN) aGAt | AdGRIED® ¢S wBHWSHFG Aa 2yS adzOK akKSt i
journey from Ireland to Kent. These poor creatures were farm cats and would have surely been left to bre
uncontrollably, resulting in Horeeding and disease; or they would have been exterminated by pest contro
companies or local farmers, had they not been restu€his is exactly the type of work that meets our
criteria; for these animals have absolutely no guardians.



hy FTNNAGLFE GKS OF Ga wmiedd&ippepvactisiadiadd reuteseti WharR netegsary.
They have now been put into one of our relegsens and after a period of time, normally after 4 to 6 weeks,
they will be released to join a feral cat colony at one of our sites

If you would like tdind out more about some of the fantastic rescue work that is undertaken in Ireland pleas:
check out the website for The North West Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animats
www.nwspcaballina.com

Slippery Varna

Poor Slippery Varna, a large tabby cat, was smuggled into the country from Tunisia. When custom offic
found him he wasonfiscated and had to spend six long months in quarantidéhough for a stray animal
fAGAY3 20SNBASHAT 6K2 R2SayQi 1y2¢6 6KSNB AlB ySEI

The quarantine gave him up to Romney House Cat Rescue shgtrigethad to be rdhomed within a week,
or be returned to quarantine and put to sleep. After a week, when no home had been found, rather the
have him sent back to quarantine, the Retreat stepped in and saved his life

Neptune

Neptune was a thirteeryear old ginger male cat handed in by his owners who said they could not afford t
have him put down! Neptunbad previously gonenissing for a monttand had returned homevith his eye
missing and an infection in the socket. His owners left him in tbadition for two whole days They had

not contacted any of the free veterinary hospitals such as the RSPCA anamDi8wlly they brought him to
the Retreat Due to the extensive injury to his head Neptune was taken to the vets and we hoped th:
somehing could be done for him. After 2 days of being at the vets he collapsed and unfortunately had to |
put to sleep. Maybe if this cat had been treated earlier he would still be!alive

The so called nation of animal lovers strikes again!!

Summary

LGiQa KIFENR G2 0StASOS wekealiy haserssivedSovei &K tBoushadiald livsSands f
improved the lives of animals living on travellers sites.

We have taken in cows, horses, sheepms, dogs, feral and domestic cats, rabbits, réds, ducks, geese,
chickenscockerelsand wildlife including seagulls, woodpigeons, pigeons, foxes, wild radoimt®adgers. We
have managed to Haome large numbers of animals and provided shelter and care for those that are ur
homeable. We havealso provided FREE neutering for large numbers of animals thus preventing numerot
litters of more unwanted animals

A few examples afumbers of animalsaken in since our last newsletter are:

3 cows 200 pigeons

14 horses Hundreds of chickengéincluding over 200 from the
8 sheep mass rescue in Sussex) and other birds

7 pigs Over 100 turkeys

70 dogs (with a lot of these being-h®med) Over 100 Cockerels

Over 40 feral cats 100 rabbits

Over 30 domestic cats 50 guinea pigs

Up to 100 wildlifecreatures

The Retreat really is power to the animals, a machine that will not stop whatever obstacles are pits way. We
must remember that we are up against an animal holocaust and very fmopleare really on the side of the animals.



The FlaifFoundationg Part of the Retreat Animal Rescue

(A support service for travelle@nimalg

Travellers horses and ponies end up anywheparks; public and private land; roundabouts; railway banks; car parks;
rubbish dumps; graveyards and shoppamnplexes.

Their owners send them to fayres and markets where most end up being exported to Ireland and from there, on Ic
distance journeys to the continent and further, to end up on the dinner plate.

The Flair Foundation helps travell@sjuines;it also lends its support to other animals living with travellers. The idea is
to reduce the number of equines over bred on poorly managed sites and help elimirlateeiding. The number of
travellerQequines neethg immediate rescue always exceethe number of places available in rescue centres for
neglected, sick and abused horses and ponies. For every equine castrated less are born to a life of misery.
supplement local travellers equines feed during the worst months of the year and to the maguoytéor mares in foal.
Anti parasite treatments are routinely used (i.e. wormers and lice treatment) and in the warmer weather, inse
repellents. Help with foot problems are provided by using local farriers, with the Flair Foundation meeting the co
Hay and feed is provided to mares who have already foaled. Travellers are offered the chance of having their c
(young male horses) castrated as early as possible and the advantages of castration are explained.

A life of solitary confinement on the eraf a sixfoot tether cannot be the right life for any animal. Equines are herd
animals and during the summer months they stand head to tail with their friends using their tails to brush flies fro
each? (i K $abER &ontinually moving whilst grazingftod dropping free grass. Horses know their social groups and
can get depressed when separated. A tethered equine may be given a bucket of water one hour, knock it over the 1
and not be visited for the next few days. They also may have no protdationthe wind and rain; and no shade for
the hotter months of the year.

Equines are taken into our care for recovery anéhoeing; however when it is not possible to convince the owners
that these poor, abused souls need our help we offer a small ammiumioney to buy the equine or bring the situation
to the attention of legal bodies that will prosecute on grounds of animal abuse.

Travellers are educated tshow how castrated male horses are easier to handle and friendlier with other herd
members, this reducing accidents and the possibilities of being prosecuted for inadequate care of injuries.

Traveller§equines make fantastic family pets. They have been subjected to almost every situation that life can possi
throw at them, including barking bitg dogs, noisy smelly vehicles, heavy handedness and being backed and ridd
from day one by screaming children. Of course they take time to train but travediguses make safe riding horses
and ponies for all members of the family.

These faithful guines deserve more. Never pass a tethered horse or pony without checking its condition and if you |i
close by, provide water and food. If you fear that the equine is neglected always contact someone as soon as poss
the police, council, landwner, RSPCA or ILPH. You can register your disgust by attaching a note to the animals h
collar stating that you are unhappy with the way it is looked after and its general health and condition. You could e\
make an offer of finding cheap local gragwith other horses and ponies.

Never turn your back

What you can do

1) Tell us when you see an unhappy, neglected travelexguine

2) Collect old rugs and head collars for us

3) Keep an eye on local equines ensuring they always have food and water
4) Send a donation to help us help more animals



The Retreat News

New stable block

In August2008 we saw a new mobile block of 2 stables erected in one of our new paddocks. This stable block is
memory of Michael Sutcliffe who tirelessly campaigned against animal abuse for nearly 20 years and who sadly pa
away in 2007 (his passing was noteddiz®dJ { dzYYSNJ nnnt ySgaft SGIGSNO® ¢KS wSi
will which enabled this block to be built. One of the stables now provides shelter for our disabled and elderly pigs.

We also saw a further mobile feed room stable block er@d@teDecember last year.

Other work undertakenat the Retreat

September2008 saw the extension of the driveway with a large amount of hardcore being laid. This will enable us
move easily around the Retreat without having to worry about the thick mud in the winter months. Thanks go to Ste
who organized this project arttie team who worked with him.

In our Summer 2008 newsletter we thanked Sherry for her donation of seven trees, since then our tree planting proj
has come on in leaps and bounds. We now have over 100 trees planted and have even held a social egemning W
guests were asked to donate a tree in lieu of paying an entrance fee! (see fundraising page). We are going to cont
this project and hope to plant a total of 200 trees, with hedges to follow. This will not only provide much neede
shelterbutwilSy K yOS aNBlI Gfte (KS wSOINBIGQa | LIISIENFyOSo

Our pond has become very popular with alucks andgeese, they just love to gather by it and swim in the water. We
have planted a number of our new trees around the pond and hope that they soon grow to prboeitkr.s




Very special thanks

CNASYRa 2F (KS wSGNBFdzZ tld FYyR tSGSNE KF@S YIRS |
kind gesture has paid for our horse hospital stable yard and numerous other major projects/worksandicbw in
progress.

Spanish Cat Project

In October last year Billy went to Spain to assist the International Animal Rescue team on one of their Cat Spa
projects, which took place in Torrevieja and surrounding areas. The team consisted of trappers, vet nurses and vets
in the 10 days thathey were there they managed to trap, spay and release 170 feral/street cats.

This work is vital in an attempt to reduce the number of unwanted litters who would struggle to survive on the stree
risking, amongst other things, starvation and poisoni#gso a large amount of ibreeding means that cats are born
with an increased risk of defects and illness. Before a spayed cat is released they have the tip of their left ear clipy
This procedure, which is painless, is a sign to future projectditi@tS O G Kl & 6SSy alLl @SR I
to trap them again.

Whilst the project was intended to deal specifically with cats, there was one dog rescued. This lucky dog was placec
good foster home and it is hoped that once a pet passpan be obtained for him (it usually takes around 7 months) he
will come to live at the Retreat.

GayTimes article

In another attempt to spread the name of the Retreat (and to promote animal rescue in general) we approached C
Times magazine to sekthey would be prepared to do an article on ourselves. We were over the moon when the
agreed to our request and the item appeared in their October 2008 issue. The article was nearly a full page and in it
told how he first got involved in animaéscue and gave general information about ourselves (the numbers of animal
we look after, and idea of the costs involved etc.), our website address was also given.

As Gay Times magazine is sold internationally and has a large circulation (around 60,80hw@ng that a lot more
people will become aware of our work and will help us to continue to grow, and therefore help more animals, by maki
a donation via our website.

Dog runs

A big thank you to our friends at AniMates who kindly bought us a mber of dog housing pods. These have a
sleeping compartment with a run and give a full view of the main working area of the sanctuary. The pods are use
an intermediary placement between group housing and the free range sanctuary dogs, i.e. thie helgbilitate dogs
enabling us to rdhome them faster.




Free Neutering

As always free neutering is still available at the Retreat, completely non means tested. Please contact us if you neec
help in this respect.

Radio Kent Interview

Radio Kent called Billy on Wednesday 7 January to ask if he would be willing to be interviewed by Pat Marsh, who
discussing animal rescue centres on his afternoon show. Billy agreed and so the producer called Billy back durin
afternoon where Painterviewed Billy live on air.

Pat was interested to know when and how the Retreat first started, the numbers and types of animals that we resc
the number of volunteers we have and the capacity in which they work. Pat was very supportive, praresimaland
GSNE AYGSNBalSR Ay (KS hténdedihk intérview Sy sayMdthat he woyild bembré thah
happy to help with advertising any future fundraisers that we may hold.

New contact details

Please note our new postatldress new alternative mobile numbeand new numbers for ferret enquirieas shown on
the inside of the front page.

Website video
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enjoying the snow that fell earlier this year. It is on the welcome page.

New logo

,2dz gAft y2GS FTNRY GKS FNByYyd LI3AS 2F GKA&A ySgatSdias
FYR INB y2 f2y3SNI dza A yigturel KBilst Wdthylofos laré BrilliantNE fettythiait wie shoukiBtiek

to just one to avoid confusion and to have one symbol that will become synonymous with the Retreat in the future. T
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Gift Aid

Since we registered as a chairitiyAugust 2004and were therefore allowed tolaim Gift Aid on donations, the amount
we have received back from the HMRC each year has increased considerably. This money has become a vital soL
income for the Retreat and so can we ask anyone who kindly donates money to the Retreat, whethasrikioff or on

a regular basis, to please complete a donation foimserted in this newslettgrensuring that, where applicable, you
tick the Gift Aid box.

Legacies

Please consider the Retreat in your wal§ we are totally voluntargvery penny gog to the animals and as we are a
registered charity these monies would not be subject to inheritance tax. Any legacy left to the Retreat would make
huge difference for the animals that we presently care for and those that will need our help in the.futur

OnlineDonations

You may be aware that we havaroown page on the Just Giving website so that supporters can make one off donatior
online using their credit/debit cards. It is hoped that this will not only make the process of making a singierdonat
easier for the donor, but also for ourselves as the money is paid directly into our account and the Gift Aid administrat
is dealt with by Just Giving. Our Just Giving page can be accessed via our website on the donation page. Alterna
you cango straight towww.justgiving.com/trar We have also noted that some people have set up pages on the Jus
Giving site for their own fundraising efforts to raise money for the Reteeatassive thanks goes to these people.


http://www.justgiving.com/trar

Interview with Billy

Billy has been involved in animal rescue for most of his life so we thought it would be a nice idea to ask him a few queestion
about this involvement.

What was the first animal you rescued?

It was probably the gerbil from school followed by a further 52 when | was 13 years old guittea pig my gran so kindly bought
me from a rotten old pet shop at approximately the same age. | can also remember all my pet dogs back to when | was two y
old.

What have been your high and low points?

CKSNBE KIFayQi 0SSy 2yS aLISOATAO KAIK LRAYyG o0dzi GKAyY Ifavery KI-
tight fishing wire from pigeons feet and seeing their toes move again. nTdysbe a small thing but it makes a world of difference
to the pigeon. Other things that makes all the hard work worthwhile are all the friends | have made through the Retfeat, bo

human and non human animals, and pedplé&indness and generosity, foxample when people get married and instead of
receiving presents they ask their guests to make donations to the Retreat.
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people Obviously I always feel low when we lose animals that we work so hard to save.

How do you connect animal rescue with animal rights/veganism?

This issimple;| care enough to think that it is my responsibility to take action to protect innocent and defenceless animals fror
cruelty and abuse on all levels. This is whether it is an individual athiatahay need my help or those millions of poor souls in the
food industry. With the former instandecan take action and assist directly the creature in need and in order not to participate in
the exploitation of farmed animals I live a vegan lifestyle i.e. avoiding all animal products.

How did your concern forlie welfare/rights ofl- y" A Yfirst s€a&?
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animals that change your life fever.

Who has been your biggest influence/motivator?

Thekick up the bottoml neededcame from Liesa at New Hope who spurred me on and encouragedsmehere are a lot of
animals out there who should thank her.

People you most admire?

A lot of people (named on the thank you page) are truly superhumanl addhire all those for giving up their time and money to
help animasin need. | love animal campaigning groups like Animal Aid who stick their necks out and are not just a mongy mak
organisation. | also have the best set of friends ever, peoplelthatild die for.
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work to help animals.

What makes yokeep going despite all the hard work and problems associated with animal rescue?

Every timel look into a new animals eyes ahdee the fear caused by the malice of maknow | have to keep going to try and help
these poor creatures There is so muclsuffering and cruelty in the worldknow | have to do as much as | can to help the vigtims
we cannot turn our backs and ignore their cries. Whilst the number of animals we deal with are but a drop in the oceaeadompa
to the vast numbers of abused, wantedandsick animals in the world, to those that we do help it is everythiitds their lifd A
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What does the future hold?

We are looking to move forward and get bigger with more land, more stables, sheltesstgtt will mean more life saving places
for animals. | believe the Retreat is a great team and we are looking to get even better. One thing that will not ctimatgeeis
will remain strictly nokkill.






