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Dear Supporter 
 

IŜǊŜ L ǎƛǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΦ [ƻǾŜΗΗ ! Ŧǳƴƴȅ ƻƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  !ƴƛƳŀƭ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ 
 

We at the Retreat believe no emotional blackmail is needed.  You will never see us claiming that the 

sanctuary/rescue/shelter onlȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 

ǎƻǳƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŦŜŜƭ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ.  You are part of our team and 

you keep me believing there is still hope. 
 

The start of 2009 brought that amazing weather, 3 weeks of freezing cold, then a week and a half of snow, then heavy 

rain and the snow thaw was followed by more freezing weather.  These conditions are so hard on the wildlife, the 

strays, the farmed animals living in fields, the travellers horses tethered 24 hours a day ς you can imagine just how busy 

we have been. 
 

The credit crunch has seen the rise in expensive designer pets being handed into rescue almost on a daily basis ς even 

ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻǎƘ ǇŜǘǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎǘǊŀȅΦ  .ǳǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ  aȅ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ǇŀƎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀȅǎ on board.  Animal rescue is heavy on your heart, mind and soul (and 

pocket!); not everyone can stick at it, but I am so grateful for the people who have made the Retreat a real life saving 

force. 
 

Recently, when we were near to bursting point, two very speŎƛŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΩǎ 

ǊŜǎŎǳŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ор ŀŎǊŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ 

start our specialised hospital care unit.  Already 8 horses (including two due to give birth) live there.  Julia and Paul have 

moved into the flat and care for the animals. 
 

It is not until you witness the cruelties of mankind that you are so thankful for the people you meet.  Recently I saw two 

very seriously injured cats bought in by members of the public who found the catΩǎ ŦŀǘŜ ŀ ƧƻƪŜΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

people owned the cats and due to the level of veterinary care that was going to be required, gave up their pets without 

a tear.  Also the scrap metal man who opened the back of his van to reveal a timid whippet hiding amongst the rubbish, 

with not even a blanket for her to sit on.  Yes, I hear you saying, at least these people brought them to the Retreat, they 

cared that much, not like those who turned their pets out stray during the big freeze.  No home, no food, no love, no 

heart, only us ς Team Retreat! 
 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǇƭǳǎΩǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ L Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōŜŘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ .., who is one of the most wonderful dogs, 

nests in bed with me, as close as she can get to me.  (BB is the smallest dog I have ever seen and she was found on a 

rubbish pile; sick, injured and malnourished.) 
 

Love 
 

Billy 

xx 
 

P.S.  I love responding with handwritten scribble to everyone, even if it takes me 3 months to get around to it and I write 
it at 3am.  You are interested in what we do, so I am interested in what you do! 
 

Please spread the word and once you have read this newsletter please pass it on. 

 
 

The Retreat Animal Rescue 
(Registered Charity No.1105654) 

 

Postal address:  The Retreat, Daltons Road, Crockenhill, Nr Swanley, Kent, BR8 8EN 
 

General enquiries: 01322 614247 / 07720 495238 
 

Or 07941 435829 (only available during daytime) 
 

For ferret enquiries call Sherry on 01322 408425 / 07786 913923 



Some of our rescue work  
 

For the sake of the animals the Retreat bales out humans again! 
 

A couple deciding to downsize asked the Retreat to take in 15 chickens, 8 ducks, 3 goats, 2 cats and 1 pony.  

The couples appalling excuse for not wanting their animals any longer was that they had not realised that the 

property they were moving to, had less land than the property they were moving from! 
 

Perhaps this is something they should have thought about first, if they cared about their animals! 
 

A family arrives 
 

When a family decided that they could no longer keep their little fox terrier dog called Tiger the husband 

decided that the other animals; a cockerel and a duck would also have to go. 
 

Tiger the little dog has settled in well with our group of small permanent dogs, which includes Jack RussellΩs 

and other terriers.  The cockerel raised the duck from the time it was a young duckling and as a consequence 

they are completely inseparable.  They know their place at the sanctuary and of an evening, when they go into 

the barn, the cockerel (Butch) flies up onto his perch and the duck (Sundance) desperately tries in vain to 

follow.  We have now given Sundance a small box to climb onto so that he can sit by his cockerel friend. 
 

Horses 
 

Mary and Bradley  
 

Mary and Bradley, a stray mare with her foal, were found after a road traffic accident.  The small foal had 

been badly injured and needed immediate veterinary care.  On advice from the vets he was referred to a 

referral practise where he spent many days.  His diagnosis was nerve damage and he will have to spend a year 

having box rest with gentle turn out exercise.  Hopefully Bradley will make a full recovery.  He will spend the 

rest of his life, with his mother, at the Retreat. 
 

Sparky  
 

A small 12 hand high grey pony that dislikes being ridden by children became extremely dangerous, throwing 

children off and making it very clear that he was unhappy to be ridden.  His family tried to find somewhere for 

him to go but could not find anywhere.  They therefore thought that they had no option but to have him 

killed.  Thankfully someone recommended that they try the Retreat.  The Retreat has offered Sparky a home 

for life with the rest of the herd and he will never again be ridden. 
 

Ben 
 

Ben is a lovely nine year old bay gelding who came to the Retreat after ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ ά[ƻǎǎ ƻŦ ¦ǎŜέ ōȅ 

an insurance company, as he was no longer rideŀōƭŜΦ ! ƘƻǊǎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ ά[ƻǎǎ ƻŦ ¦ǎŜέ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 

claim has been made for the value of the horse following injury or ill health. The horse is branded with an 

άŜƴŎƛǊŎƭŜŘ [έ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŦƛǘΦ 

This is similar to a car being written off following a motor insurance claim.  .ŜƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ 

university and could not afford to pay for the upkeep of a horse that could not be ridden.  Ben was going to 

live with the rest of our herd, but we have managed to find him a good home where he will live as a 

companion horse and never be ridden again. 
 

In our last newsletter we mentioned Derv, Kermit and Ginger Roger, 3 foals that we took in.  They have all done really 

well and will shortly be available for re-homing.  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ /ŀǊŀ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛŎƪ άƛƴ Ŧƻŀƭέ mare not only made a 

speedy recovery but also gave birth to a beautiful black & white boy.  Both mother and son were re-homed together. 

 



Pigs 
 

Luke and Adam  
 

Luke and Adam, two wild boar crosses, were owned by a young man whose parents told him he could no 

longer keep them.  He spent time researching animal rescue centres, attempting to find one that would take 

his pigs, but he had no luck.  It was then that his parents threatened to send the poor creatures for slaughter.  

The young man refused to give up and continued in his search to find a place of safety for his pigs, fortunately 

for them he found the Retreat. 
 

Upon arrival Luke and Adam were placed in a stable to be assessed.  They were then moved to a release pen, 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƛƎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

new family. 
 

Lady Godiva  
 

Lady Godiva is a very small pet pig that was no longer wanted by her family.  The owners were going to have 

ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘŀǊƭƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƴƻǘ ǎƻ ǘǊŜƴŘȅέ ǇŜǘΦ  [ŀŘȅ DƻŘƛǾŀ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ 

at the Retreat (exactly a year to the day since the owners had got her) with two members of the family who 

decided that they wanted to swap her for some ducks.  Our policy is that anyone giving up an animal is totally 

unsuitable to look after another so therefore the deal was quashed.  Lady Godiva arrived with not so much as 

even half a bag of pig nuts, a piece of fruit or half a bale of straw.  There was no note from the family advising 

ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǇŜǘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦ  bƻ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ the family; after all they 

had been prepared to have her killed in cold blood ς such nice kind people! 
 

 
 

Not so lucky were two other pigs that the Retreat had been looking forward to giving a new life to. Sadly 

before plans could be finalised regarding moving them to the Retreat their kind owners decided to murder 

ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ  YƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƭŘ ōƭƻƻŘ ōȅ άŘŜŎŜƴǘέ 

people. 

 



Ducks 
 

We recently took in 15 ducks, in a very poor condition, unwanted by a farmer after he had sold off all his other 

animals for meat.  These ducks were so poorly they were deemed unfit for human consumption and so were 

offered free to anyone that wanted them.  Luckily enough Elizabeth, the bird lady of Lee Green, London, 

rescued the ducks and brought them to the Retreat.  These ducks had been housed inside for all of their short 

lives.  Now they are free, they have water to swim in and everything else they need.  They will live at the 

Retreat for the rest of their lives, in the family group that they arrived in. 
 

 
 

Barnacle Geese 
 

Barnacle Geese are small black and white geese that breed mainly on the arctic islands of the North Atlantic 

and winter in Britain.  Eight of these beautiful birds were handed into an animal sanctuary having been bred 

by an ornamental wildfowl breeder.  Unbelievably they had all had one wing amputated to ensure that they 

ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ŧƭȅ ƻŦŦΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǎǘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƪŜǎΗ  CƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ 

birds came to the Retreat where they now enjoy their days on our pond with our ducks and geese.  It is 

heartbreaking to see these magnificent birds try to fly but be unable to. 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Chickens  
 

Mass Rescue 
 

In July, 2008 Retreat volunteers assisted Brighton Animal Action in the rescue of hens from a farm in Sussex 

which took place over a period of 6 days. The hens had reached an age (approximately 72 weeks old) where 

their eggs were no longer wanted by retailers because they were not considered to be "perfect". The result of 

this is that the birds, which would otherwise live for many more years, laying "imperfect" eggs, would have 

simply been sent for slaughter. This particular farm however gave permission for some of their hens to be 

rescued and re-homed at sanctuaries across the country. 
 

The rescue resulted in over 9,500 birds being saved with The Retreat taking over 200. 
 

Help for another sanctuary 
 

A sanctuary that was relocating needed to find a home for its variety of 20+ chickens; hence they arrived at 

the Retreat.  It was important to keep this group of chickens together as they were a family, mums, sisters, 

brothers, grandfathers ς it would have been a shame to separate them. 
 

Cockerels 
 

Many people, who decide that they would like to keep a few chickens in the garden, get caught out when 

buying young birds. The prospective buyers are only interested in purchasing hens (for the eggs that they will 

provide) and the sellers are just looking to shift their stock and will swear blind that they are all girls! 
 

P.J. Giuseppe was one such bird, a cockerel bought as a hen. When the neighbours complained about his 

beautiful early morning song, the men from Environmental Protection called and said that poor little Giuseppe 

would have to go. It was only then that the owner discovered finding P.J. a home would be harder than 

getting blood out of a stone! Luckily for Giuseppe the owner contacted Pigeon June (another P.J.), a dear 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ōȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ 

handed over our dear little P.J. Giuseppe. 
 

 
 

Big Bad Red  
 

He was now a threat to the neighbours, we were told, due to his aggression.  You would imagine that we were 

talking about the beast of Bodmin Moor or King Kong rather than this special little cockerel. 
 

Cockerels will happily live in all male groups if the conditions are right, i.e. the space, food and housing. 
 



¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ  
 

Gabi, Craig, Henry, Denise, Dennis, Julian and Sonia are 7 turkeys who were found in an appalling filthy shed 

on a small holding.  The owner told the RSPCA that he was keeping them to feed his family at Christmas.  Due 

to the conditions that they were being kept in the RSPCA worker got them signed over and was then short of a 

place for them to go.  She contacted the Retreat and we offered them a place with the other turkeys that live 

in our garden area. 
 

Ferrets 
 

 In one month three stray ferrets, Buster, Randall and Norris, arrived separately at the Retreat.  Each were 

unneutered males who probably wandered whilst being used for hunting.  Although each ferret was 

extremely tame, they were all immediately taken to the vets where they were micro chipped and neutered.  

(The Retreat believes in micro chipping all animals, especially animals that stray.  All ferrets that come into the 

Retreat are micro chipped to ensure their safe return if ever they go missing.) 
 

Buster, one of the ferrets, found his way into the car repair garage, Kwik-Fit, where a very kind young man 

who worked there scooped him up and proceeded to call the RSCPAΦ  ¢ƘŜ w{t/!Ωǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

put the ferret back where he found it.  The young man thought this was inappropriate advice due to that 

branch of Kwik-Fit being on a six lane motorway!  He therefore rang around and found the Retreat.  The young 

chap brought Buster to the Retreat and handed him over. 
 

We are often looking for new homes for ferrets and one of our requirements for homing a ferret would be a 

very large area where it would be taken out on a daily basis, either on a lead, or handled and played with by a 

family.  Ideally male ferrets should live with sterilized females or another friendly neutered male. 
 

If you feel that you could offer a ferret a good home please do not hesitate to contact the Retreat on one of 

the numbers provided. 
 

Nobby Nuts ς the blind squirrel  
 

A blind squirrel finding it harder and harder to survive in a local park was kindly rescued by a couple of special 

women and brought to us.  Life is hard enough for a grey squirrel, but for one who is blind it must be almost 

impossible.  Not only do parks have annual culls of grey squirrels on the grounds that they destroy trees and 

plants but also dogs kill squirrels.  Nobby Nuts has been found a place within a sanctuary that keeps disabled 

wildlife for life; operating a non destruction policy. 
 

If you take wildlife to a rescue centre you should always ask what their policy is regarding putting disabled 

animals to sleep.  There are centres all around the country that have non destruction policies ς look out for 

them. 
 

Dogs 
 

Darcy  
 

Darcy, a small Staffordshire Bull Terrier, was brought to the Retreat via the vets after she had been hit by 5 

cars on a main road.  Darcy was taken to the vets by the RSPCA and, due to her being a stray and nobody 

being available to pay the bill, she would have been destroyed there and then.  Thankfully Terry the vet nurse 

safeguarded her future by saying that she would be taken into the care of the Retreat. 
 



Darcy survived her injuries but was left with broken legs and a shattered pelvis.  After 10 weeks cage rest 

Darcy has recovered from her ordeal and is a beautiful kind girl.  She is great with everything including the 

wŜǘǊŜŀǘΩǎ ŘǳŎƪǎΣ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎΣ Ŏŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻƎǎΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻǾŜǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  5ŀǊŎȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

new home. 
 

More and more pedigree dogs come into rescue due to breeding.  The old fashioned mongrel is a thing of the 

past and is now dying out.  The number of Bull Terriers, German Shepherds, Jack Russells and Collies are much 

higher in rescue centres than that of mongrels. 
 

Maisy and Ruby 
 

Two, three year old, Irish Red Setters were starved and ill-treated by their owner and had the most appalling 

skin problems.  Thankfully for Maisy and Ruby a neighbour was determined to see them rescued from this 

awful existence and kept up pressure on the owner to give them up.  Finally the owner agreed to do so and 

Maisy and Ruby were brought to the Retreat.  Maisy had to be rushed to the vets to have a life saving 

operation. 
 

Thankfully both girls have made a good recovery; they are eating well and will soon be looking for a new 

home together. 
 

How could this woman have done this to such kind and special ladies? 
 

BB and Jasper 
 

BB, a tiny toy breed who was found stray, made her way to the Retreat with the help of a kind person.  She 

was in an extremely poor condition and was quite possibly an ex breeding bitch from a puppy farm or a 

ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ site.  BB is absolutely gorgeous anŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜΦ  {ƘŜ ŎǳǊƭǎ ǳǇ ƻƴ .ƛƭƭȅΩǎ ōŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

night with several other dogs. 
 

Jasper is a 9 year old cream Chiwawa whose owner had to give him up following a knee operation.  This meant 

that the owner could not walk Jasper or bend to pick him up.  Jasper had an extremely serious cataract in one 

eye which was given immediate attention.  
 

Both BB and Jasper (pictured below) will stay at the Retreat for the rest of their lives. 
 

 
 



Christmas Day Dumping 
 

Two very old Retriever girls were dumped at the kennels we use.  The woman who brought them to the 
kennels said that they were booked in.  She returned to her car under the pretext of collecting something and 
drove off, never to be seen again!  Once again special thanks must go to Vera and Violet for their 
understanding and always empty kennel. 
 

The two old girls have now been sterilised and are looking for a loving home together where they can spend 
the rest of their days in comfort. 
 

Coast 
 

Coast is a Great Dane who is approximately 18 months old. Having been passed from pillar to post seven times 
in his short life, Coast has now found a safe and loving home at the Retreat. Coast and Truman (the other 
Great Dane living at the Retreat) truly love each other.  Pictured below is Coast, the white Great Dane, with 
his friend Truman. 
 

 
 

Lady 
 

In our last two newsletters we have told the story of Lady, a black and white hunting pointer, who we first 
encountered on a sterilisation project in Spain in November, 2006.  Lady spent a long time in kennels in Spain 
waiting to pass her rabies test and to get a release date, during which time a home was found for her in Ibiza.  
Last year everything suddenly changed and Lady was brought back to the UK and came straight to the Retreat.  
When she arrived Lady was limping badly on one of her back legs and it was discovered that she had six gun 
pellets in her leg!!   
 

The whole episode lasted nearly two years and cost thousands of pounds, however when you see Lady 
running around playing (as opposed to facing starvation and abuse as a street dog in Spain) you know that it 
was worth all the effort and resources. 

 

Cats 
 

Our cat numbers continue to grow and in one week alone we took in 26 cats. Nine of these cats were brought 
to the Retreat all the way from Ireland; where 87% of stray cats are killed. Cat groups in Ireland are so over-
burdened that they have to use rescue centres within the UK to help them wiǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƴƻ-ƪƛƭƭέ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ 
 

Because feral cats are un-homeable there are very few shelters that will take them and of these, there are 
ŦŜǿŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ άƴƻƴ-ƪƛƭƭέΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ 
journey from Ireland to Kent. These poor creatures were farm cats and would have surely been left to breed 
uncontrollably, resulting in in-breeding and disease; or they would have been exterminated by pest control 
companies or local farmers, had they not been rescued. This is exactly the type of work that meets our 
criteria; for these animals have absolutely no guardians. 



hƴ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ah¢ΩŘ ŀƴŘ micro chipped, vaccinated and neutered where necessary. 

They have now been put into one of our release pens and after a period of time, normally after 4 to 6 weeks, 

they will be released to join a feral cat colony at one of our sites. 
 

If you would like to find out more about some of the fantastic rescue work that is undertaken in Ireland please 

check out the website for The North West Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals at 

www.nwspcaballina.com  
 

Slippery Varna 
 

Poor Slippery Varna, a large tabby cat, was smuggled into the country from Tunisia.  When custom officers 

found him he was confiscated and had to spend six long months in quarantine - although for a stray animal 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘǎ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŀƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳΣ ǉǳŀǊŀƴǘƛƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ! 
 

The quarantine gave him up to Romney House Cat Rescue saying that he had to be re-homed within a week, 

or be returned to quarantine and put to sleep.  After a week, when no home had been found, rather than 

have him sent back to quarantine, the Retreat stepped in and saved his life. 
 

Neptune 
 

Neptune was a thirteen year old ginger male cat handed in by his owners who said they could not afford to 

have him put down!  Neptune had previously gone missing for a month and had returned home with his eye 

missing and an infection in the socket.  His owners left him in that condition for two whole days.   They had 

not contacted any of the free veterinary hospitals such as the RSPCA and PDSA and finally they brought him to 

the Retreat.  Due to the extensive injury to his head Neptune was taken to the vets and we hoped that 

something could be done for him.  After 2 days of being at the vets he collapsed and unfortunately had to be 

put to sleep.  Maybe if this cat had been treated earlier he would still be alive! 
 

The so called nation of animal lovers strikes again!! 
 

Summary 
 

LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ we really have saved over a thousand animalΩs lives and 
improved the lives of animals living on travellers sites.   
 

We have taken in cows, horses, sheep, pigs, dogs, feral and domestic cats, rabbits, ferrets, ducks, geese, 
chickens, cockerels and wildlife including seagulls, woodpigeons, pigeons, foxes, wild rabbits and badgers.  We 
have managed to re-home large numbers of animals and provided shelter and care for those that are un-
homeable.  We have also provided FREE neutering for large numbers of animals thus preventing numerous 
litters of more unwanted animals. 
 

A few examples of numbers of animals taken in since our last newsletter are:- 
 

3 cows 200 pigeons 
14 horses 
8 sheep 

Hundreds of chickens (including over 200 from the 
mass rescue in Sussex) and other birds 

7 pigs Over 100 turkeys 
70 dogs (with a lot of these being re-homed) Over 100 Cockerels 
Over 40 feral cats 100 rabbits 
Over 30 domestic cats 50 guinea pigs 
Up to 100 wildlife creatures  
 

The Retreat really is power to the animals, a machine that will not stop whatever obstacles are put in its way.  We 
must remember that we are up against an animal holocaust and very few people are really on the side of the animals.  
 



The Flair Foundation ς Part of the Retreat Animal Rescue 
 

(A support service for travellersΩ animals) 
 

Travellers horses and ponies end up anywhere - parks; public and private land; roundabouts; railway banks; car parks; 

rubbish dumps; graveyards and shopping complexes. 
 

Their owners send them to fayres and markets where most end up being exported to Ireland and from there, on long 

distance journeys to the continent and further, to end up on the dinner plate. 
 

The Flair Foundation helps travellersΩ equines; it also lends its support to other animals living with travellers.  The idea is 

to reduce the number of equines over bred on poorly managed sites and help eliminate in-breeding.  The number of 

travellersΩ equines needing immediate rescue always exceeds the number of places available in rescue centres for 

neglected, sick and abused horses and ponies.  For every equine castrated less are born to a life of misery.  We 

supplement local travellers equines feed during the worst months of the year and to the many forgotten mares in foal.  

Anti parasite treatments are routinely used (i.e. wormers and lice treatment) and in the warmer weather, insect 

repellents.  Help with foot problems are provided by using local farriers, with the Flair Foundation meeting the cost.  

Hay and feed is provided to mares who have already foaled.  Travellers are offered the chance of having their colts 

(young male horses) castrated as early as possible and the advantages of castration are explained. 
 

A life of solitary confinement on the end of a six-foot tether cannot be the right life for any animal.  Equines are herd 

animals and during the summer months they stand head to tail with their friends using their tails to brush flies from 

each ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ faces; continually moving whilst grazing to find dropping free grass.  Horses know their social groups and 

can get depressed when separated.  A tethered equine may be given a bucket of water one hour, knock it over the next 

and not be visited for the next few days.  They also may have no protection from the wind and rain; and no shade for 

the hotter months of the year. 
 

Equines are taken into our care for recovery and re-homing; however when it is not possible to convince the owners 

that these poor, abused souls need our help we offer a small amount of money to buy the equine or bring the situation 

to the attention of legal bodies that will prosecute on grounds of animal abuse.   
 

Travellers are educated to show how castrated male horses are easier to handle and friendlier with other herd 

members, thus reducing accidents and the possibilities of being prosecuted for inadequate care of injuries. 
 

TravellersΩ equines make fantastic family pets.  They have been subjected to almost every situation that life can possibly 

throw at them, including barking biting dogs, noisy smelly vehicles, heavy handedness and being backed and ridden 

from day one by screaming children.  Of course they take time to train but travellersΩ equines make safe riding horses 

and ponies for all members of the family. 
 

These faithful equines deserve more.  Never pass a tethered horse or pony without checking its condition and if you live 

close by, provide water and food.  If you fear that the equine is neglected always contact someone as soon as possible, 

the police, council, land owner, RSPCA or ILPH.  You can register your disgust by attaching a note to the animals head 

collar stating that you are unhappy with the way it is looked after and its general health and condition.  You could even 

make an offer of finding cheap local grazing with other horses and ponies. 
 

Never turn your back 
 

What you can do 
 

1) Tell us when you see an unhappy, neglected travellersΩ equine 

2) Collect old rugs and head collars for us 

3) Keep an eye on local equines ensuring they always have food and water 

4) Send a donation to help us help more animals 



The Retreat News 
 

New stable block 
 

In August 2008 we saw a new mobile block of 2 stables erected in one of our new paddocks. This stable block is in 
memory of Michael Sutcliffe who tirelessly campaigned against animal abuse for nearly 20 years and who sadly passed 
away in 2007 (his passing was noted in oǳǊ {ǳƳƳŜǊ нллт ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊύΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ 
will which enabled this block to be built.  One of the stables now provides shelter for our disabled and elderly pigs. 
 

 
 

We also saw a further mobile feed room stable block erected in December last year. 
 

Other work undertaken at the Retreat 
 

September 2008 saw the extension of the driveway with a large amount of hardcore being laid.  This will enable us to 
move easily around the Retreat without having to worry about the thick mud in the winter months.  Thanks go to Steve 
who organized this project and the team who worked with him. 
 

In our Summer 2008 newsletter we thanked Sherry for her donation of seven trees, since then our tree planting project 
has come on in leaps and bounds.  We now have over 100 trees planted and have even held a social evening where 
guests were asked to donate a tree in lieu of paying an entrance fee! (see fundraising page).  We are going to continue 
this project and hope to plant a total of 200 trees, with hedges to follow.  This will not only provide much needed 
shelter but will ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ 
 

Our pond has become very popular with our ducks and geese, they just love to gather by it and swim in the water. We 
have planted a number of our new trees around the pond and hope that they soon grow to provide shelter.    
 

 
 



Very special thanks 
 

CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΣ tŀǘ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ tŀǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ LŀƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 

kind gesture has paid for our horse hospital stable yard and numerous other major projects/works which are now in 

progress. 
 

Spanish Cat Project 
 

In October last year Billy went to Spain to assist the International Animal Rescue team on one of their Cat Spaying 
projects, which took place in Torrevieja and surrounding areas.  The team consisted of trappers, vet nurses and vets and 
in the 10 days that they were there they managed to trap, spay and release 170 feral/street cats.  
 

This work is vital in an attempt to reduce the number of unwanted litters who would struggle to survive on the streets 
risking, amongst other things, starvation and poisoning.  Also a large amount of in-breeding means that cats are born 
with an increased risk of defects and illness. Before a spayed cat is released they have the tip of their left ear clipped.  
This procedure, which is painless, is a sign to future projects that ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇŀȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ 
to trap them again.   
 

Whilst the project was intended to deal specifically with cats, there was one dog rescued.  This lucky dog was placed in a 
good foster home and it is hoped that once a pet passport can be obtained for him (it usually takes around 7 months) he 
will come to live at the Retreat. 
 

Gay Times article 
 

In another attempt to spread the name of the Retreat (and to promote animal rescue in general) we approached Gay 
Times magazine to see if they would be prepared to do an article on ourselves.  We were over the moon when they 
agreed to our request and the item appeared in their October 2008 issue. The article was nearly a full page and in it Billy 
told how he first got involved in animal rescue and gave general information about ourselves (the numbers of animals 
we look after, and idea of the costs involved etc.), our website address was also given. 
As Gay Times magazine is sold internationally and has a large circulation (around 60,000) we are hoping that a lot more 
people will become aware of our work and will help us to continue to grow, and therefore help more animals, by making 
a donation via our website.  
 

Dog runs 
 

A big thank you to our friends at Anim-Mates who kindly bought us a number of dog housing pods.  These have a 
sleeping compartment with a run and give a full view of the main working area of the sanctuary.  The pods are used as 
an intermediary placement between group housing and the free range sanctuary dogs, i.e. this helps to rehabilitate dogs 
enabling us to re-home them faster.      

 

 
 
 

 



Free Neutering 
 

As always free neutering is still available at the Retreat, completely non means tested.  Please contact us if you need our 
help in this respect. 

 

Radio Kent Interview 
 

Radio Kent called Billy on Wednesday 7 January to ask if he would be willing to be interviewed by Pat Marsh, who was 

discussing animal rescue centres on his afternoon show.  Billy agreed and so the producer called Billy back during the 

afternoon where Pat interviewed Billy live on air. 
 

Pat was interested to know when and how the Retreat first started, the numbers and types of animals that we rescue, 

the number of volunteers we have and the capacity in which they work.  Pat was very supportive, pro animal rescue and 

ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ άƴƻ ƪƛƭƭέ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΦ  Pat ended the interview by saying that he would be more than 

happy to help with advertising any future fundraisers that we may hold. 
 

New contact details 
 

Please note our new postal address, new alternative mobile number and new numbers for ferret enquiries, as shown on 

the inside of the front page. 
 

Website video 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΣ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ a short video of some of our dogs 

enjoying the snow that fell earlier this year.  It is on the welcome page. 
 

New logo 
 

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŎƻǿΩ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƭƻƎƻ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ Ψpicture.  Whilst both logos are brilliant we felt that we should stick 
to just one to avoid confusion and to have one symbol that will become synonymous with the Retreat in the future.  The 
ΨŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΩ ƭƻƎƻ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘ ōǳǘ this will be changed when the leaflets run out.  We 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ [ȅƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ aŀƎƎƛŜ ǿƘƻ ŘǊŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŎƻǿΩΦ 
 

Gift Aid 
 

Since we registered as a charity in August 2004, and were therefore allowed to claim Gift Aid on donations, the amount 
we have received back from the HMRC each year has increased considerably.  This money has become a vital source of 
income for the Retreat and so can we ask anyone who kindly donates money to the Retreat, whether it is a one off or on 
a regular basis, to please complete a donation form (inserted in this newsletter) ensuring that, where applicable, you 
tick the Gift Aid box. 
 

Legacies 
 

Please consider the Retreat in your will; as we are totally voluntary every penny goes to the animals and as we are a 
registered charity these monies would not be subject to inheritance tax.  Any legacy left to the Retreat would make a 
huge difference for the animals that we presently care for and those that will need our help in the future.  
 

Online Donations 
 

You may be aware that we have our own page on the Just Giving website so that supporters can make one off donations 

online using their credit/debit cards.  It is hoped that this will not only make the process of making a single donation 

easier for the donor, but also for ourselves as the money is paid directly into our account and the Gift Aid administration 

is dealt with by Just Giving.  Our Just Giving page can be accessed via our website on the donation page.  Alternatively 

you can go straight to www.justgiving.com/trar.  We have also noted that some people have set up pages on the Just 

Giving site for their own fundraising efforts to raise money for the Retreat; a massive thanks goes to these people. 

http://www.justgiving.com/trar


Interview with Billy 
Billy has been involved in animal rescue for most of his life so we thought it would be a nice idea to ask him a few questions 

about this involvement. 
 

What was the first animal you rescued? 
 

It was probably the gerbil from school followed by a further 52 when I was 13 years old or the guinea pig my gran so kindly bought 

me from a rotten old pet shop at approximately the same age.  I can also remember all my pet dogs back to when I was two years 

old. 
 

What have been your high and low points?  
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƘƛƎƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƛŦǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻff very 

tight fishing wire from pigeons feet and seeing their toes move again.  This may be a small thing but it makes a world of difference 

to the pigeon.  Other things that makes all the hard work worthwhile are all the friends I have made through the Retreat, both 

human and non human animals, and peopleΩs kindness and generosity, for example when people get married and instead of 

receiving presents they ask their guests to make donations to the Retreat. 
 

L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƭƻǿ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǳƳƳŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΩǎ ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǎǘƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘer 

people.  Obviously I always feel low when we lose animals that we work so hard to save.  
 

How do you connect animal rescue with animal rights/veganism? 
 

This is simple; I care enough to think that it is my responsibility to take action to protect innocent and defenceless animals from 

cruelty and abuse on all levels.  This is whether it is an individual animal that may need my help or those millions of poor souls in the 

food industry.  With the former instance I can take action and assist directly the creature in need and in order not to participate in 

the exploitation of farmed animals I live a vegan lifestyle i.e. avoiding all animal products. 
 

How did your concern for the welfare/rights of ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ first start? 
 

When I was young I ǎŀǿ ŀ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻƴ ΨŎƻǿ ǘƻ ōǳǊƎŜǊΩΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

animals that change your life forever. 
 

Who has been your biggest influence/motivator? 
 

The kick up the bottom I needed came from Liesa at New Hope who spurred me on and encouraged me - so there are a lot of 

animals out there who should thank her. 
 

People you most admire? 
 

A lot of people (named on the thank you page) are truly superhuman and I admire all those for giving up their time and money to 

help animals in need.  I love animal campaigning groups like Animal Aid who stick their necks out and are not just a money making 

organisation.  I also have the best set of friends ever, people that I would die for. 
 

Celebs? Only one of course and thatΩǎ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ aƛƭƭǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƎƻƻŘ 

work to help animals. 
 

What makes you keep going despite all the hard work and problems associated with animal rescue? 
 

Every time I look into a new animals eyes and I see the fear caused by the malice of man, I know I have to keep going to try and help 

these poor creatures.  There is so much suffering and cruelty in the world I know I have to do as much as I can to help the victims; 

we cannot turn our backs and ignore their cries.  Whilst the number of animals we deal with are but a drop in the ocean compared 

to the vast numbers of abused, unwanted and sick animals in the world, to those that we do help it is everything - it is their life!  A 

ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴΣ ǎŀȅ ŀ ŘƻƎΣ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ, but after a short 

period the same dog iǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻƎǎΣ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  aȅ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ƛǎ ά¢ƘŜ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀƭŦ Ŧǳƭƭ 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ŜƳǇǘȅέΦ 
 

What does the future hold? 
 

We are looking to move forward and get bigger with more land, more stables, shelters etc. which will mean more life saving places 

for animals.  I believe the Retreat is a great team and we are looking to get even better.  One thing that will not change is that we 

will remain strictly non-kill. 

 

 




