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Dear Supporter

2009 proved to be a real struggle for animal rescue everywhere, including the Retreat. The problems wii
the economic climate meant that funding was slower than other years, however animal intakes were up
What we roticed more and more @re the animals arriving needing vet care. In one week a pappyed

who after seeing our usual vethen the emergency vet, ended up at a referral vet centesting intotal

an amazing £9,0000nly for us tolose him at the endsee story on rescue pagesjhe same week two
horsesarrived with bills amounting to £3,000 each. We almost saw the Retreat close its doors to new
intakes for a whilewhilst we recovered.The number of animals continued to growith approximately 30

new intakesa week during the spring and summedne of the other pressures weraassrescueswhere

a largenumber of animalsn one gowere given up or needd help- a group of40 cats another group of
10cats 24 kittens 13 dogs 10 cockerelsand40 pigeons are just some of the examples.

We alsofind that more animals come to us via other rescue centres and individuals doing rescue work. Fc
FYAYLFfa KL G-hoRigy/cftéria & welfargiworRersteéBeally are the last resqrand most
times the only hopefor animalsthat have no one fighting their corner. Animal rescue in most forms has
become far t@ commercia)] with animals being put to sleep (killed) because they cost too moch
animals being sold from centr¢gsome without thefundamental grassroots procedures being followkke

home checking and neuterifig! have even heard of trustees of animal welfare projects buying pedigree
puppies and kittens from breedersWWhy would you be trying to be part of the solutioyet at the same
timed S LI NI 2F (GKS LINRof SYK lff ONBSRSNARA ONBSR
(sometimes thousands). We at the Retreat work hard for all animals everywhere because they have so fe
REAL FRIENDS.

| am so grateful for oufriend Richar@ help with the new charity shepvhich willnot only provide the
Retreat with an extra incomdut will also be a base for information on all animal welfare issues, from free
neutering to animals needing homes. As always | am moved byittleesouls | meet and sad at the
passing of othersbut one thing is for sure as | write this intn@ith dogs atmy feet, cats sitting on tables
and chairs beside me arababy crow and seagull dhe table - | know how places like thRetreat are so
very much needed!

Despite the problems we faamn the front linewe are still naking progresand looking forward to 2010.
Please do have a great Christmas améppy,peacefuland compassionataew year.
Billy xxx

Please spread the word and once ybiave read this newsletter pass it on.

The Retreat Animal Rescue
(Registered Charity N0.1105654)

Postal address: The Retreat, Daltons Road, Crockenhill, Nr Swanley, Kent, BR8 8EN
General enquiries: 01322 614247 / 07720 495238
Or 07941 43582%only awailable duringdaytime)
For ferret enquiries call Sherry on 01322 408425 / 07786 913923

Front cover¢ Some of our dogs on a walk in the snaarlier this year



Some of our rescue work

"l am sometimes asked "Why do you spend so much of your time and money talking about kindness to
animals when there is so much cruelty to men?" | answer: "I am working at the roots."
~George TAngell

Dogs
Abandoned Dogs

Two collies five to sevenyears old) were left tied upy a parkin Gravesend. The dogs were so scared
(terrified being the right word) that people thought they were aggressive. On arrival at the Retreat we put
them together in a quiet room to take time to rest and start the regtheir lives. The happy ending is
GKIFId 020K KIF@S 0SSy FT2dzyR yS6 62yRSNFdA K2YSao
a0dzZFFQ (2 NBaoOdzsS GKSYO®

Additionallytwo dogs(pictured below)s SNB f ST i A YResibg prasunaplthe SvindtBA (i Q
small black and white female Jack Russell terrier and an older terrier cross. The older dog was, when fou
and taken into the Retreat, absolutely petrified. Both dogs are wonderful little creatures and thankfully we
were able find newdving homes for them. Although tying them to the gates was a better alternative than
just turning them out on to the street, it would have been good to have some history, such as names, age
and whether they hd been neutered etc.Leavingyst a short nte would have been the sensible thing to
have done.

The worst conditions ever

The Retreat rescued 13 dogs from a flat in a high rise. The dogs were interbreeding and they were nev
taken out. The poor souls had to do their business in theVilaich was never cleaned up.

The owner was a 28 year old woman with mental health probletns, for two yearshad beendefecating
in bread bagsleaving them in the flabecauseher toilet was blocked! The dogs were being fedbomad
soakedn water, that the woman had obtaineftee from a local supermarket.

Special thanks goes to our devoted degm who helped remove all dog&cludingtwo more from the
seventh floorwho had beertakenaway earlier that day.



Billy the Bchon pup the puppy mentionedin the Intro)

A callcamein that a 14 wek old puppy was being aggressjw®d we agreed to take the little darling in.
After a few days it was obvious that he was sick and that his aggression (which we never saw any sign
was medical. After two vets opinionghe little man was taken to a referral vet cenfrehere they would

do their best to help him. It was most certainly the case tltate to his medical condition and the
thousands of pounds needed to hehm, his owners coldly gave him up.ittle Billy died at the vets with

me and Neil with him. How hard to watch the life drain from such a young life, no going back on death. H
laid there LIFELESS. Thank you breeders and the owners, the breeders got their money, the owner |
what theywanted @A G 2 F G G Sy with2ny puppig 2 I YIRG 6B8S | A AyT 32
got the sadness, the burial, the heartache, the memonrg @e lost the little piece obur heart, mind, body

and soul that disappears every timee lose a baby.

Eliott

Elliott, a nine month old Mastiff cross was taken in by the Retreat, after a woman contacted us to say the
she was finding it hard to feed her children as well astiverdogs! When the Retreat volunteers arrived

to collect Elliott they were horied because Elliott weighed just 17 kilashen he should have been
almost twice that at 30 kilos. Within 48 hours of being at the Retreat he regained his appetite and starte
eating well. Although hevas slow to gain weight his bellgradually stabilied and hebecame amuch
happier dog.We are pleased to say that Elliottasfound a lovig home angas at the date of printinghe
weighs 32 kilos, obviously now enjoying his food.

Elliott when he arrived.... and as he is now

Max

Max is a poor oldCairn terrier nearing the end of his life. His owners deRidel K & (G KS& RAF
anymore, sdne was taken along to the vets to be killed. Thankfully P.J. heard about his plight and steppe
in to save his Id.



Cora

Cora, a female Doberman originally from Poland, was brought tavEnglandoy her owner. Due to the
social housing associatipwhere the owner is now livingomplaining about the noise, he had to give her
up. After finding nowhere that would take Cora he took her to the vets to be put to sleep. Thankfully for
Cora, the vet contacted us and she is now living happily at the Retreat waiting to-Henred to a
knowledgeable Doberman home.

Cora

Elf

Elf is a three year old Great Dam#o had been starved all of his short life. He has fittecbniliantly,
made friends with our otér Great DanegCoast and Truman and is now eating very well.




Soda

Sodaa small black and tanocker aniel was gifted into the Retreat from anothé 2 =hénde due to his
temperament. Sodawould run and randomly bite people who came into his area. Within two weeks of
undertaking his training programmige no longer biteslives happily with the other resident dogs at the
Retreat and within a short while will be available fotrr@ming.

Snce the last newsletterin one day alonewe hadten dogs arriveseparatelyat the Retreat
Cows
Muriel and Molly Mo

Julia had a call about two cows that were due to go to slaughter in 24 hours time. Single handily sk
managed to find them a permanent and loving home just 3 miles from where they were living. They hav
gone to Mel and Robertvho kindly paid for all costs involved. Mel and Robert have one other cow (also
rescued by Julia) and four of the Retr@dtorses.

Ducks
A family offive ducks

A family of five ducks arrived at the Retreat. They had to be given up because a fuisited their
garden and killed another member of their family. After several attempts to make the garden fox proof
the owners decided that itdd become impossible and so the dugk#i now live at the Retreat for the rest

of their lives. Five other duks arrived separately as they were unwanted pefhe photo below is of
some members of ouduck family.

Aylesbury Ducks

Two pairs of Aylesbury ducks who were no longer wanted as pets (due to them attracting flies in the
garden and their smell) hawarived at the Retreat. These beautiful ducks have joined our other ducks and
are happy now, swimming on our pond.



