
 
 

(Fighting animal abuse on the front line) 
 

Winter 2009 Newsletter 
 

 

 

Headlines 
 

Heather Mills becomes the wŜǘǊŜŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ 

Charity shop opens to raise funds for the Retreat 
(see inside for details) 

 

www.retreatanimals.net 

http://www.retreatanimals.net/


Dear Supporter 
 

2009 proved to be a real struggle for animal rescue everywhere, including the Retreat.  The problems with 

the economic climate meant that funding was slower than other years, however animal intakes were up.  

What we noticed more and more were the animals arriving needing vet care.  In one week a puppy arrived 

who after seeing our usual vet, then the emergency vet, ended up at a referral vet centre, costing in total 

an amazing £9,000 - only for us to lose him at the end (see story on rescue pages).  The same week two 

horses arrived with bills amounting to £3,000 each.  We almost saw the Retreat close its doors to new 

intakes for a while, whilst we recovered.  The number of animals continued to grow, with approximately 30 

new intakes a week during the spring and summer.  One of the other pressures were mass rescues, where 

a large number of animals in one go were given up or needed help -  a group of 40 cats; another group of 

10 cats; 24 kittens; 13 dogs; 10 cockerels and 40 pigeons are just some of the examples. 
 

We also find that more animals come to us via other rescue centres and individuals doing rescue work.  For 

ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜ-homing criteria of welfare workers, we really are the last resort, and most 

times the only hope, for animals that have no one fighting their corner.  Animal rescue in most forms has 

become far too commercial, with animals being put to sleep (killed) because they cost too much, or 

animals being sold from centres (some without the fundamental grassroots procedures being followed, like 

home checking and neutering).  I have even heard of trustees of animal welfare projects buying pedigree 

puppies and kittens from breeders!  Why would you be trying to be part of the solution, yet at the same 

time ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚ  !ƭƭ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊǎ ōǊŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǳƴŘǎ 

(sometimes thousands).  We at the Retreat work hard for all animals everywhere because they have so few 

REAL FRIENDS. 
 

I am so grateful for our friend RichardΩs help with the new charity shop, which will not only provide the 

Retreat with an extra income, but will also be a base for information on all animal welfare issues, from free 

neutering to animals needing homes.  As always I am moved by the little souls I meet and sad at the 

passing of others, but one thing is for sure as I write this intro, with dogs at my feet, cats sitting on tables 

and chairs beside me and a baby crow and seagull on the table - I know how places like the Retreat are so 

very much needed! 
 

Despite the problems we face on the front line we are still making progress and looking forward to 2010. 
  
Please do have a great Christmas and a happy, peaceful and compassionate new year. 
 

Billy   xxx 
 

Please spread the word and once you have read this newsletter pass it on. 

 
 

The Retreat Animal Rescue 
(Registered Charity No.1105654) 

 

Postal address:  The Retreat, Daltons Road, Crockenhill, Nr Swanley, Kent, BR8 8EN 
 

General enquiries: 01322 614247 / 07720 495238 
 

Or 07941 435829 (only available during daytime) 
 

For ferret enquiries call Sherry on 01322 408425 / 07786 913923 
 

Front cover ς Some of our dogs on a walk in the snow earlier this year. 



Some of our rescue work 
 

"I am sometimes asked "Why do you spend so much of your time and money talking about kindness to 

animals when there is so much cruelty to men?" I answer: "I am working at the roots."  

~George T. Angell 
 

Dogs 
 

Abandoned Dogs 
 

Two collies (five to seven years old) were left tied up by a park in Gravesend.  The dogs were so scared 

(terrified being the right word) that people thought they were aggressive.  On arrival at the Retreat we put 

them together in a quiet room to take time to rest and start the rest of their lives.  The happy ending is 

ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ  ! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ bƛŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ǿŀǊŘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ΨŘƻƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 

ǎǘǳŦŦΩ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 

Additionally two dogs (pictured below) ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΩǎ gates, by presumably the owner.   A 

small black and white female Jack Russell terrier and an older terrier cross.  The older dog was, when found 

and taken into the Retreat, absolutely petrified.  Both dogs are wonderful little creatures and thankfully we 

were able find new loving homes for them.  Although tying them to the gates was a better alternative than 

just turning them out on to the street, it would have been good to have some history, such as names, ages 

and whether they had been neutered etc.  Leaving just a short note would have been the sensible thing to 

have done. 
 

 
 

The worst conditions ever 
 

The Retreat rescued 13 dogs from a flat in a high rise.  The dogs were interbreeding and they were never 

taken out.  The poor souls had to do their business in the flat, which was never cleaned up. 
 

The owner was a 28 year old woman with mental health problems who, for two years, had been defecating 

in bread bags, leaving them in the flat because her toilet was blocked!  The dogs were being fed on bread 

soaked in water; that the woman had obtained free from a local supermarket. 
 

Special thanks goes to our devoted dog team who helped remove all dogs, including two more from the 

seventh floor, who had been taken away earlier that day. 



Billy the Bichon pup (the puppy mentioned in the Intro) 
 

A call came in that a 14 week old puppy was being aggressive, so we agreed to take the little darling in.  

After a few days it was obvious that he was sick and that his aggression (which we never saw any sign of) 

was medical.  After two vets opinions the little man was taken to a referral vet centre, where they would 

do their best to help him.  It was most certainly the case that, due to his medical condition and the 

thousands of pounds needed to help him, his owners coldly gave him up.  Little Billy died at the vets with 

me and Neil with him.  How hard to watch the life drain from such a young life, no going back on death.  He 

laid there LIFELESS.  Thank you breeders and the owners, the breeders got their money, the owner got 

what they wanted (a bƛǘ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ άƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ with my puppyέύ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΣ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ 

got the sadness, the burial, the heartache, the memory and we lost the little piece of our heart, mind, body 

and soul that disappears every time we lose a baby. 
 

Elliott  
 

Elliott, a nine month old Mastiff cross was taken in by the Retreat, after a woman contacted us to say that 

she was finding it hard to feed her children as well as her two dogs!  When the Retreat volunteers arrived 

to collect Elliott they were horrified because Elliott weighed just 17 kilos, when he should have been 

almost twice that at 30 kilos.  Within 48 hours of being at the Retreat he regained his appetite and started 

eating well.  Although he was slow to gain weight his belly gradually stabilised and he became a much 

happier dog.  We are pleased to say that Elliott was found a loving home and, as at the date of printing, he 

weighs 32 kilos, obviously now enjoying his food. 
 

      
 

Elliott when he arrived....                               .... and as he is now 

Max 
 

Max is a poor old Cairn terrier nearing the end of his life.  His owners decideŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ 

anymore, so he was taken along to the vets to be killed.  Thankfully P.J. heard about his plight and stepped 

in to save his life. 

 

 



Cora 
 

Cora, a female Doberman originally from Poland, was brought over to England by her owner.  Due to the 

social housing association, where the owner is now living, complaining about the noise, he had to give her 

up.   After finding nowhere that would take Cora he took her to the vets to be put to sleep.  Thankfully for 

Cora, the vet contacted us and she is now living happily at the Retreat waiting to be re-homed to a 

knowledgeable Doberman home. 
 

 
 

Cora 
 

Elf 
 

Elf is a three year old Great Dane who had been starved all of his short life.  He has fitted in brilliantly, 

made friends with our other Great Danes, Coast and Truman and is now eating very well. 
 

 
 

Elf 
 

 

 

 



Soda 
 

Soda, a small black and tan Cocker Spaniel, was gifted into the Retreat from another ŘƻƎΩǎ home due to his 

temperament.  Soda would run and randomly bite people who came into his area.  Within two weeks of 

undertaking his training programme he no longer bites, lives happily with the other resident dogs at the 

Retreat and within a short while will be available for re-homing. 
 

Since the last newsletter, in one day alone, we had ten dogs arrive separately at the Retreat! 
 

Cows 
 

Muriel and Molly Mo 
 

Julia had a call about two cows that were due to go to slaughter in 24 hours time.  Single handily she 

managed to find them a permanent and loving home just 3 miles from where they were living.  They have 

gone to Mel and Robert, who kindly paid for all costs involved.  Mel and Robert have one other cow (also 

rescued by Julia) and four of the RetreatΩs horses. 
 

Ducks 
 

A family of five ducks 
 

A family of five ducks arrived at the Retreat.  They had to be given up because a fox had visited their 

garden and killed another member of their family.  After several attempts to make the garden fox proof 

the owners decided that it had become impossible and so the ducks will now live at the Retreat for the rest 

of their lives.  Five other ducks arrived separately as they were unwanted pets.  The photo below is of 

some members of our duck family. 
 

 
 

Aylesbury Ducks 
 

Two pairs of Aylesbury ducks who were no longer wanted as pets (due to them attracting flies in the 

garden and their smell) have arrived at the Retreat.  These beautiful ducks have joined our other ducks and 

are happy now, swimming on our pond. 
 


